GRANGE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

1937. 


Ulverston, 

25th  April,  1938. 


Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  directions  of  the  Minister  of 
Health  it  is,  again,  my  duty  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
which  deals  with  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  and  the  Sanitary 
Condition  of  the  district  over  which  I exercise  supervision  as 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  - 


INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT-  It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me 
to  tell  the  Council,  more  especially  the  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  that  the  district  is  subject  to  close  inspection. 

The  sanitary  conditions  are  usually  so  satisfactory  as  to  call 
for  very  little  in  the  way  of  systematic  inspection,  but 
special  inspections  necessitated  by  the  outbreak  of  any  of  the 
infectious  diseases  or  complaints  of  insanitary  conditions  are 
promptly  carried  out. 


WATER  SUPPLY.  Although  the  rainfall  for  the  year  was  something 
like  twelve  inches  below  the  average  there  has  never  been  any 
shortage  in  the  supply,  and  beyond  requesting  consumers  to 
avoid  waste,  there  has  been  no  restriction  placed  upon  the 
supply.  As  to  the  quality  of  the  water,  this  has  been  beyond 
question,  and  as  a proof  of  this,  I cannot  do  better  than  give 
a copy  of  a recent  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  of 
samples  taken  from  the  mains. 


Physical  Examination . 


Colour 

Turbidity 

Taste 

Smell 

Action  on  metals 


Slightly  brown. 
Faint . 

Faint  earthy. 
Indistinct . 

Very  low. 


Chemical  Examination. 


Parts  per  100,000 


Free  & Saline  Ammonia 

0.001 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

• • 

0.007 

Nitrites 

• • 

nil . 

Nitrates 

• » 

trace 

Chlorine  . . 

• . 

1.40 

Oxygen  consumed  in 

15  mins. 

0.088 

-do- 

4 hrs  • 

O.I34 

Total  hardness 

• • 

5.29 

Total  solids 

. , 

11.60 

pH  value 

• • 

8.4 

Bacteriological  Examination . 
Total  organisms 
Liquifying  organisms  . . 

Total  organisms  on  Agar  at  37 


25  per  cc. 
6 per  cc. 

60. 


■ :•  *f. 

' 


/ 


• - r 


i 


Both  from  a chemical  and  bacteriological  standpoint 
therefore,  the  water  supply  is  of  a high  degree  of  purity. 

The  scheme  for  substituting  a nine  inch  trunk  main  for 
the  existing  seven  inch  from  the  Waterworks  towards  Grange, 
via  Lindale  and  Newton,  has  been  commenced  and  more  than 
half  the  length  completed;  the  effect  of  this  has  been  to 
greatly  improve  the  supply  during  periods  of  maximum  drought, 
and  the  general  improvement  in  pressure  should  result  in  an 
improved  supply  especially  at  the  higher  levels  and  furthest 
points.  The  service  reservoirs  assist  in  distributing  the 
supply  under  more  equable  conditions.  To  meet  the  changing 
circumstances  due  to  building  and  the  generally  increasing 
demands,  it  is  necessary  to  give  attention  to  the  dis- 
tribution system.  With  this  object  in  view,  the  four  inch 
main  in  Kents  Bank  Road  and  Allithwaite  Road,  from  Fernleigh 
Road  to  the  Risedale  Home  has  been  replaced  by  a six  inch 
main,  a total  length  of  843  yards.  A new  three  inch  main 
has  been  laid  to  serve  property  being  erected  in  Netherleigh 
Drive,  140  yards  in  length.  In  order  to  ascertain  more 
definitely  the  consumption  of  water  in  the  district,  meters 
have  been  fitted  in  the  service  pipes  to  several  properties 
during  the  year,  with  the  result  that  such  varying  quantities 
were  shewn  from  what  had  been  previously  estimated,  that 
the  Council  decided  to  extend  the  principle  to  other  supplies, 
and  to  apply  to  the  Minister  of  Health  for  the  approval  of 
the  Ministry  to  the  fixing  of  a maximum  charge  for  the 
supply  of  water  by  meter,  and  thus  authorise  them  to  further 
extend  the  fixing  of  meters  to  other  premises  as  provided 
for  in  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Rainfall  on  the  Waterworks  Gathering  ground  for  the 
past  thirteen  years  has  been:- 


Year 

First 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Total . 

Quarter 

. Quarter. 

Quarter . 

Quarter . 

1925 

11.30 

10.6? 

14.47 

13.42 

49*82  ins 

1926 

17.61 

8 . 66 

15.43 

14.27 

55.97 

1927 

14.18 

9.68 

21.02 

13.25 

58.13 

1928 

23.80 

11.10 

19-53 

23.ll 

77.54 

1929 

5-57 

7.74 

13.79 

25.OO 

52.10 

1930 

11.68 

6.57 

15-57 

20.08 

53.90 

1931 

10.61 

12.55 

14.05 

19.76 

56.97 

1932 

10.86 

12.97 

15.50 

17-62 

56-95 

1933 

12 . 01 

7.91 

8.42 

8.90 

37.24 

1934 

10.86 

13.20 

14.89 

16.57 

55.52 

1935 

10.63 

12.54 

17-21 

18.80 

59-18 

1936 

12.12 

6.94 

15-94 

18.43 

53-43 

1937 

12.69 

9-39 

11-47 

8.59 

42.14 

Average 

for  27 

12.845 

9.674 

15.169 

l6. 660 

54.348  ins. 

years 

Previous 

lowest 

12.14 

12.58 

6.37 

13.21 

44-30  ins. 

rainfall 

1913 

SEWERAGE 

& DRAINAGE.  The 

sewerage 

system  has 

generally  been 

working  in  a 

satisfactory 

manner , 

rainwater  , 

and  sewage  are 

dealt 

with  on 

the  combined  system. 

There  has  only  been  one 

extension  to  provide  for  new  houses  in  Netherleigh  Drive. 
The  storm  overflow  near  Grange  Station  has  been  extended  to 
give  an  improved  position  for  the  outlet. 
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HOUSE  REFUSE  REMOVAL.  I am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that 
this  very  important  branch  of  sanitary  administration  is 
efficiently  carried  out  by  the  Council,  and  although  the 


cost  may 

be  heavy,  I am  satisfied 

that  no 

branch  of  work 

could  be 

more  satisfactory  in  its 

results 

The  quantities 

collected 

have  been  as  follows:- 

Horse  Loads 

Motor  Loads. 

1933 

308 

974 

1934 

257 

1000 

1935 

I65 

1024 

1936 

. . 

1025 

1937 

• • 

1200 

All 

refuse  is  dealt  with  at 

the  Incinerator,  some  by 

screening 

and  the  rest  by  fire. 

During 

the  year  the 

following  material  was  disposed  of  by  sale,  in  addition  to 
which  quantities  of  clinker,  etc.,  were  used  on  the  Council's 
own  works- 

192  loads  Clinkers,  Cinders  and  Ashes. 

2 tons  12  cwts  of  G-lass  Bottles  and  Jars- 
18  tons  144  cwts  Scrap  tins. 

DAIRIES  & COWSHEDS.  Quite  a considerable  amount  of  the 
milk  supply  to  your  district  is  produced  in  the  neighbour- 
ing Rural  District,  but  there  are  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  G-range  District  nine  Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  Milk 
whose  premises  are  kept  under  careful  supervision.  The 
milk  supply  to  the  district  is  per  table  herewith. 

1 Dairy  for  Certified  and  other  milk. 

1 Producer  and  Bottler  for  Accredited  milk. 

9 Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  milk. 

(The  above  are  resident  in  the  district). 

1 Purveyor  of  Certified  milk. 

2 Purveyors  of  milk. 

3 Cowkeepers  and  Purveyors  of  milk. 

(Resident  in  the  Ulverston  Rural  District). 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES.  The  only  business  within  the  district 
classed  as  such  is  that  of  a Fried  Fish  and  Chipped  Potato 
dealer.  This  business  is  carried  on  in  a satisfactory 
manner . 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES.  There  is  only  one  Registered  slaughter 
house  in  the  district,  and  this  is  generally  kept  in  good 
order.  Other  butchers  have  their  slaughtering  premises 
in  the  Ulverston  Rural  district  adjoining.  The  provisions 
of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933>  have  been  made 
applicable  to  sheep,  and  the  occupier  has  provided  an 
electrical  stunning  instrument  for  use. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION.  The  district  is  practically  a one 
hundred  per  cent  water  carriage  one.  The  sanitary  accom- 

modation at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows :- 

Houses  and  farms  with  privies  ••  3* 

-do-  pail  closets-.  1. 

-do-  and  business  premises 

with  water  closets  ..795- 

HOUSING;.  There  are  no  slum  dwellings  in  your  district  and 
it  has  not  been  necessary  for  the  Authority  to  operate  any 
of  the  Housing  Acts.  Any  defects  can  be  dealt  with  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  Acts- 


3- 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS. 


Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  8 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  above) 
which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925) • • 0 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation  0 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  0 

ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS . 

Proceedings  under  Secs-  11,  14  and  15  of 

the  Housing  Act,  1925  0 

Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

making  closing  orders  . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

closing  orders  were  made  . . . . . . . . 0 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  actually  closed 

during  the  year  . . 0 

NErr  HOUSES • The  number  of  new  houses  built  during  the  past 

seventeen  years  had  been  284,  the  yearly  totals  being: - 


1921 

13 

1930 

7 

1922 

5 

1931 

6 

1923 

20 

1932 

9 

1924 

18 

1933 

9 

1925 

22 

1934 

20 

1926 

29 

1935 

23 

1927 

29 

1936 

20 

1928 

13 

1937 

20 

1929 

21 

Total  284 

Of  the  above,  232  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise, 
23  by  private  individuals  with  the  assistance  of  subsidies, 
and  29  have  been  erected  by  the  Council  under  various  powers- 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS.  It  is  scarcely  necessary  for  me  to  amplify 
the  remarks  which  I made  under  this  heading  in  my  last  annual 
report,  as  a movement  is  on  foot  to  provide  a new  Junior 
School.  In  the  meantime  certain  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  which  will  tide  the  Managers  over  the  time  until 
this  new  school  is  completed. 


SANITARY  WORK  - Statutory  Notices  issued  . . . . . . 1 

-do-  complied  with  . . . 1 

Informal  notices  served  ..  ..  ..12 

-do-  complied  with  . . • .12 

Factory  inspections  . . . . . . . . 6 

Workshops  & Workplaces  inspections  ..58 
Bakehouse  inspections  • ••  ••  -.10 

Slaughter  house  inspections  . • • . 14 
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SANITARY  WORK  (Contd.) 


Offensive  trades  inspections  . . . . 3 

Rooms  disinfected  . 14 

Bedding  destroyed  . . 2 

Blocked  drains  cleared  5 

House  drains  repaired  1 

Fowl-keeping  nuisance  abated  . . . . 1 

Rat  nuisance  abated  . , . . . • . . 5 

School  milk  samples  taken  . . . . . . 4 

House  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Manure  accumulation  cleared  ..  ..  1 


GENERAL  STATISTICS* 

Area  of  district 

Population  -do-  1921  census 

1931  census 

Inhabited  houses 
Rateable  value 

Amount  produced  by  penny  rate 


1884-2  acres . 
. . 2920 
. . 2648 
• • 597 

26,719 

102 


POPULATION • I cannot  imagine  that  there  will  be  any  change 
in  the  population  during  the  year,  any  increase  or  decrease 
that  there  may  be  will  not  be  sufficient  to  disturb  the 
accuracy  of  the  statistical  calculations  which  follow. 


BIRTHS • During  the  year  there  have  been  14  births,  producing 
a birth-rate  of  5. 2 per  1,000. 


Seasonal  distribution  of  births :- 

Male . Female . Total . 
2 2 4 

A 1 3 

2-2 
2 13 


Totals  10  4 14 


DEATHS • During  the  year  under  review  38  deaths  have  been 

registered  as  occurring  in  the  district,  but  of  these  seven 
were  non-residents  which  reduces  the  number  of  deaths  of 
residents  occurring  in  the  district  to  31,  but  to  find  the 
correct  number  of  deaths,  the  deaths  of  10  persons  usually 
resident  in  the  district  must  be  added,  making  the  number 
41,  which  is  equal  to  a death  rate  of  15*4  Per  1,000. 

In  1936  there  were  32  deaths,  the  death  rate  then  being 
12.0  per  1,000.  Although  the  number  of  deaths  is  con- 
siderably in  excess  of  last  year,  there  would  not  appear 
to  be  any  special  cause  for  the  increase-  It  may  be  thought 
that  the  death  rate  is  a high  one,  but  we  are  the  less  dis- 
turbed on  this  point  when  we  know  that  no  less  than  27  of 
those  registered  were  70  years  of  age  or  older. 


Age  periods  at  which  deaths 

occurred. 

Under  one  year 

Male  ■ 

Female . 

Total. 

1 

Between  one  and  65 

7 

4 

11 

65  and  upwards 

11 

18 

29 

Totals 

19 

22 

41 

In  the  first  quarter 
second 
third 
fourth 


. »•% 


Seasonal-  distribution  of  the  deaths. 


Bilal  e . 

Female. 

Total . 

In  the  first  quarter 

9 

8 

17 

second 

4 

4 

8 

third 

3 

b 

9 

fourth 

J> 

_4 

7 

Totals 

19 

22 

41 

Causes  of  Death. 

Bilal  e . 

Female  - 

Total • 

Bronchitis 

1 

3 

4 

Phthisis 

1 

1 

2 

Heart  Disease 

3 

3 

6 

Cancer 

4 

5 

9 

Diabetes 

l 

l 

2 

Pneumonia 

2 

1 

3 

Addision's  Disease  . 

l 

l 

Appoplexy 

1 

2 

3 

Nephritis 

1 

2 

3 

Accident 

2 

2 

Arterio  Sclerosis  • . 

1 

1 

Influenza 

1 

1 

2 

5 

Totals 

19 

22 

41 

INFANTILE  DEATHS • By  Infantile  deaths  is  meant  the  number 
of  infants  dying  before  reaching  the  end  of  the  first  year 
of  life  as  compared  with  the  registered  births.  Only  one 
death  at  this  age  period  has  been  recorded,  due  to  an 
accident . 

ZYMOTIC  DEATHS-  Which  means  the  deaths  from  diseases  which 
are  usually  designated  by  the  comprehensive  term  "Fevers", 
and  there  have  been  no  deaths  from  this  class  of  disease. 

TUBERCULAR  DISEASES.  The  table  of  causes  of  death  shews 
that  there  have  been  two  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
commonly  called  Phthisis  or  Consumption-  The  death  rate 
from  this  cause  alone  has  been  equal  to  0-75  Per  1,000. 

For  the  administrative  County  of  Lancashire  the  rate  per 
1,000  was  O.46  in  1936  and  for  England  and  Wales  O.58. 

The  comparison  of  these  figures  is  not  very  favourable  to 
your  district,  but  in  dealing  with  such  a small  population, 
statistical  calculations  are  somewhat  misleading.  The 
deaths  occurred  in  a male  aged  35  and  a female  aged  50- 

CANCER.  The  table  of  causes  of  death  shews  that  four  males 
and  five  females  have  died  from  Cancer  of  various  organs, 
which  equals  a death  rate  from  this  disease  alone  of  3-3  Per 
1,000.  For  the  administrative  County  of  Lancashire  the 
death  rate  from  Cancer  in  1936  was  1.60  per  1,000,  and  for 
England  and  Wales  1-62.  If  we  consider  this  from  the  point 
of  view  of  figures  only,  it  looks  very  bad,  but  we  must 
remember  that  Grange  is  not  an  industrial  district  with  a 
large  proportion  of  young  adults,  but  the  population  is  made 
up  very  largely  of  middle-aged  and  old  people  who  are  most 
susceptible  to  the  disease,  and  then  we  have  an  undue  pre- 
ponderance of  females,  more  liable  to  Cancer  than  males- 
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In  the  year  1936  there  were  five  deaths  from  Cancer,  the 
death  rate  then  being  1.88  per  1,000. 


Organs  affected. 

45-55- 

55-65. 

65  upwards  • 

Totals 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M . F . 

Stomach 

1 1 

3 

4 l 

Pancreas 

1 

l 

Breast 

1 

1 

Pharynx 

1 

1 

Oesophagus 

1 

l 

Totals  • . • . 

1 1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

5 4 

INFLUENZA.  This  disease  was  prevalent  during  the  first 
quarter  of  the  year  and  accounted  for  five  deaths. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever.  Four  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were 
notified  during  the  year,  a female  aged  27,  a male  aged 
35,  also  two  males  aged  respectively  4 and  17-  I think 
it  quite  fair  to  say  that  in  all  the  cases  the  disease 
was  contracted  outside  your  district . 

Diphtheria . I have  not  had  any  cases  of  Diphtheria 
notified.  As  a protection  against  the  disease  I immunised 
96  children  attending  the  G-range  School,  quite  a satis- 
factory proportion  of  those  on  the  register. 


Notifications  received  during  the  years  from  1928  to  1937 • 


Typhoid 

Scarlet 

Diph-  Cerebo- 

Totals 

Fever. 

Fever . 

theria.  Spinal  Fever. 

1928 

9 

1 

10 

1929 

8 

8 

1930 

2 

1 

3 

1931 

2 

2 

1932 

1 

1 

1933 

— 

1934 

1 

1 

1935 

2 

1 

3 

1936 

4 

4 

1937 

4 

4 

Totals  1 23  11  1 36 


HOSPITALS . Tubercular  Diseases  are  treated  by  the  Lanca- 
shire County  Council  who  have  a Hospital  for  diseases  of 
this  class  at  High  Carley,  near  Ulverston,  whilst  the 
Hospitals  at  Kendal  are  available  for  the  treatment  of 
the  ordinary  infectious  diseases  and  Small  Pox. 

AMBULAN C E FAC I L IT I E S . Motor  ambulances  are  available  for 

all  classes  of  diseases. 

LAB ORAT ORY  W ORK ■ Every  facility  is  given  to  Medical 

Practitioners  as  regards  Laboratory  work,  which  is  under- 
taken quite  free  of  cost,  and  all  sera  are  provided. 
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My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Council  for  their  ready  co- 
operation and  support,  especially  ought  I to  thank  Mr. 
Huddleston  who  always  gives  me  such  valuable  assistance  in 
the  compilation  of  my  report. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

G.  H.  PATTERSON, 

L.R.C.P.  Lond.,  M.R.C.S-  Eng.,  D„P.H.  Lond. , 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


April  27th,  1938. 


